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Encouraging Experiences 


BritisH LuTHERAN readers in 
recent months have been able to share 
with me in prospect some of the joys 
linked with the projected opening of 
the 1969/70 academic year. Many 
members of the ELCE were able to 
visit Westfield House during the first 
week of October to witness and ex- 
perience the fulfilment of these prom- 
ised joys and blessings; and indeed, 
these were blessed days. 

I may—I hope— be pardoned for 
drawing attention to some of these 
special occasions, particularly for the 
benefit of the many for whom Camb- 
ridge was too far distant to permit 
personal participation in the cere- 
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monies and functions open to them. 
On October 3 and 4 a Barnes Con- 
ference was again held in Cambridge. 
Again? There were “ Barnes Con- 
ferences” in this city in the early 
1520’s when, under the leadership of 
Robert Barnes, later to be martyred 
for his faith, a group of about one 
hundred Cambridge University men 
became directly or indirectly involved 
in spirited discussions of Lutheran 
theology emanating at that time from 


TWO 


Martin Luther and the Universit 
Wittenberg. The history books 
came very much alive—as they ¢ 
tinually do in Gambridge—as twel 
three pastors and theologians cam: 
grips with current theological py 
lems, not indeed in the White H: 
Inn, long since vanished, but in- 
friendly halls of Westfield Ho: 
Members of Resurrection Luthe 
Congregation joined Westfield He 
personnel in providing accomme 
tion and meals for the two-day ¢ 
ference. 


Of greatest significance was the 
that this occasion provided ano- 
of the now growing number of op} 
tunities for Westfield House to 
seen and experienced by pasters — 
members of the ELCE as a very © 
and quite living centre of so muc} 
the theological and spiritual wor! 
the Lutheran Church in Great Brit 
Blessings may be seen to emanat; 
the mutual advantage of all from « 
ferences of this kind (and tl 
planned for the coming year) at W 
field. House. For Westfield anc} 
community, there will be not only 
resultant interest in it and knowle 
of it gained by its visitors, but al. 
sense of non-isolation from the 
ivity of the ELCE, or, in other wo 
a reassuring and encouraging sens 
belonging conveyed by this | 
expression of the idea, often spe 
and written, that the future wor! 
the ELCE will depend on, and ce. 
on, Westfield and its theological | 
gramme. 


The Barnes Conference was un / 
also for the fact that it had its cul 
ation in the special service in wl 
Dr. Martin Franzmann was insté 
as Tutor at Westfield House. 
glad promise presaged at the tims 
his acceptance of the call and cle- 
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sed in the intervening months be: 
Jame fulfilment coupled with the 
jichness of experience as Dr. Franz- 
/1ann first lent distinction to the con- 
erence with his theological maturity 
nd scholarship and then certainly 
nd solemnly dedicated himself to the 
ervice of the ELCE and Westfield 
jtouse in Abbey Church in the pre- 
ence of 17 officiating and assisting 
}rethren in the ministry and a pleas- 
‘ngly representative congregation. 


“ All members alike of the ELCE,” 
jaid the preacher, “‘ regard today as 
|1 time to blow the trumpets and shout 
‘rom the rooftops: ‘ This is the day 
which the Lord has made.’ Pe OUs 
y dear Dr. Franzmann, are going to 
ntrust the sacred truths of Christ’s 
Gospel to young men who are thus 
0 become competent, by the grace of 
God, to teach others also. Your prime 
‘concern will be to transmit, pass on, 
eposit for safe-keeping the truths the 
Spirit of God has graciously revealed 
to men in His Word. We know you 
will do this in the conviction that 
there is indeed such a thing as truth, 
Spiritual and eternal truth, which is 
neither invented by man, developed 
by man, nor even preserved by man. 
It is given and preserved in the 
Church by God Himself ... To 
transmit this truth that God has re- 
vealed in His Word is going to be 
your delight. To help young men dig 
deeply for this truth with the aid of 
the original languages of the Scrip- 
tures will be your joy. This is where 
your erudition and scholarship will be 
displayed in its greatness as it per- 
forms its proper, God-given function 
in connection with the sacred revela- 
tion, viz., its ancillary or ministerial 
function in the service of God’s truth, 
as an aid to the uncovering of? the 
gems contained in that Word . . . 
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“We of the ELCE and Westfield 
House now welcome you and joyfully 
induct you on this day which the Lord 
has made. We crave the Lord’s 
boundless blessing on your work.” 


These words of welcome were 
echoed by all present as they met Dr. 
and Mrs. Franzmann at tea at West- 
field after the service. Also welcomed 
was Miss Dulcie Uthmeyer, from 
Australia, the new housekeeper at 
Westfield House. 


The opening of Westfield’s acade- 
mic year was observed on Tuesday, 
October 7, with a service in the library 
conducted by the Preceptor, all the 
students being in attendance as well 
as three visiting pastors and several 
others connected with Westfield. It 
was an encouraging beginning to the 
year. Dr. Franzmann preached the 
sermon on the words of Micah 7: 
“Who is a God like unto Thee that 
pardoneth iniquity . Ge bay ia 
inspiring and compelling manner 
which indicated not merely the depth 
and sincerity of his faith in the forgiv- 
ing Lord, but also the basic approach 
which will underlie all worship and 
study at Westfield House. 


A new year of theological study has 
thus begun for the following six 
students in four different categories or 
class-groupings: James Bachman 
(Ext. II); David Borgas, ELCE (Int. 
II); Joel Brauer (Ext. I); Luther Esala 
(Gxt D)s) Karl! Pry, ELE (dnt l): 
and William Knippa (Int. IT). 


Viewing everything with the be- 
fogged vision of non-omniscient 
human beings, we feel justified in sug- 
gesting optimism as the keynote for 
1969/70. But what we hope and pray 
for is God’s to give. To Him we look. 
On Him we shall depend. 


THREE 


| Lift Up Your Hearts | 


‘THE CHURCH PARTURIENT 


by the Rev. W. H. Fanning of Sunderland 


We'll have to admit right here at 
the start that Martin Luther never 
even heard of the word. He would 
have talked, as we do now, of “ the 
Church Militant ” and “ the Church 
Triumphant”. But “the Church 
Par——.”’ what? 


Biblical Concept 

“The Church Parturient ”’. It may 
well be impossible to coin a new 
phrase, but it is not impossible to take 
an idea of very long standing and look 
at it afresh. After all, “ the Church 
Parturient”’ is a sound Biblical con- 
cept. Consult your dictionary for the 
meaning if you wish—hut let’s consult 
our Bibles first. 

In the Scriptures we find a vast 
amount of family imagery, when it 
speaks of the nature and work of God 
and His Church. Here God is seen as 
Husband, as Bridegroom, as Father. 
And His Church is seen as Wife and 
Bride and Mother. Here you also read 
of a love between them, of a betrothal, 
a marriage, obedience, submission, 
labour, travail, and births. Then off- 
spring!—children, sons and daughters 
of the living God, brethren together 
believing in Christ as members of 
God’s family. 

The term “the Church Parturient” 
would focus our view on the repro- 
ductive activity of this family of God, 
and would give us a fresh view of our 
life, mission, and growth in the world. 


FOUR 


Lutheran Concept 


All that is Biblical is truly Lué 
eran, even if Martin Luther did r 
happen to make some comment on 
However, it so happens that Luth 
did have the idea of “the Chur 
Parturient”’ in mind when he wre 
his comments on Galatians 4:5 


Read this : 
“Sarah, or Jerusalem, is our fa 
mother, the Church, the bride — 


Christ, of whom all of us are bo; 
This mother gives birth to childy 
without ceasing, to the end of & 
world, by exercising the office of t 
W ord, that is, by teaching and spree: 
ing the Gospel; for thus she be 
children . . . The Church should 
nothing but preach and teach # 
Gospel properly and purely and tk 
give birth to children. Thus all of 
are one to another fathers and chi 
ren; 1, having been begotten by oth 
through the Gospel, do now be. 
others, which in turn shall be: 
others hereafter, and so this begetts 
shall continue to the end of the wo 
... The office of the free womy 
therefore, is to bear children for G» 
her Husband, without ceasing : t) 
is to say, such children as know ts 
they are justified by faith and not 
the Law” 


A Mother 
There you have it. People vw» 
trust in Christ as their Saviour | 
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en collectively as a Woman. This 
oman bears children. She knows 
ow to do it. She desires to do it. 
ne is able to do it. And she does it. 
There is the mission of “the 
hurch Parturient”’, namely, to pro- 
uce and reproduce, again and again 
ad again, until the end of time. “Go 
> therefore and teach all nations, 
aptising them . . .” is the command 
iwven her to do just that. And so she 
2eps on giving birth, by water and 
ne Spirit, to such as may thereafter 
‘e called the sons and daughters of 
rod. “The Church Parturient” is 
ne Mother of these sons and 
| aughters. 
We believe in her. She is the “ holy 
thristian Church ”’ we confess in the 
\postles’ Creed. We believe in her 
jecause “‘ we are assured by the Scrip- 
ps that the Holy Ghost at all times 
‘athers and preserves a congregation 
We believe that this 
|Voman can, and therefore must, con- 
inuously beget children for God. We 
Hlso believe that our Lutheran 
Church, and each of our congrega- 
ions, shares in the reproductive mis- 
ion of this Woman, for by faith in 
)esus Christ we belong to her and all 
hat she stands for. 

You and I are members of “ the 
Mhurch Parturient’’. 


1f believers ”’. 


Sarren or Bearing? 
/Looking back over the history of 
he Christian Church, you will find 
‘hat at times her ability to reproduce 
seemed to diminish, even to dis- 
ippear. This was true throughout 
much of the Old Testament; and as 
we know, the same has often been the 
case in New Testament times, even 
now. 

The Church’s barrenness, whenever 
it occurs, is a reminder that she must 
ever remain close to her Man, her 
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Husband and Maker, and close to His 
Word. Her barren times are those 
when some, while professing to be a 
part of her, desert God and play the 
faithless wife, the adulteress, harlot, 
and whore, running after other gods, 
spawning illegitimate and faithless 
children. See how the prophets of old 
pinpoint the problem ! 

And see how at least one prophet 
solves it! Isaiah the prophet comes 
out with a beautiful prediction of the 
Church’s productivity in chapter fifty- 
four: “ Sing, O barren, thou that didsi 
not bear break forth into singing, and 
cry aloud, thou that didst not travail 
with child: for more are the children 
of the desolate than the children of 
the married wife, saith the Lord. . . 
For thou shalt break forth on the right 
hand and on the left; and thy seed 
shall inherit the Gentiles... Fear 
not, thou shalt not... remember 
the reproach of thy widowhood any 
longer. For thy Maker ts thine Hus- 
band .. . For a small moment have 
I forsaken thee; but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee . . . And all 
thy children shall be taught of the 
Wonder. 

All this follows on Isaiah’s fifty- 
third chapter, so as to remind us that 
our growth is inseparably linked with 
the message of the cross of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. God’s 
Church believes the Gospel. She 
trusts it, she declares it, she thrives by 
it, she bears children by it. 


Pregnant ! 

So even Isaiah knew about “ the 
Church Parturient”’. And if this new 
phrase hasn’t caught on by this time, 
then perhaps we ought to come right 
out with it and say that what we’ve 
really been talking about is “the 
Church PREGNANT!” 


I’m sure you'll bear with me. 


FIVE 


“ 


Martin H. Franzmann, Westfield tutor, Cambridge 


As I stand beside the quiet, lovely 
Cam in my sixty-second year, I look 
back on a life beside other waters in 
another land. I see a twelve-year-old 
boy standing on the high hills along 
the upper Mississippi looking across 
the broad waters of Lake Pepin, as the 
Mississippi (dammed up and broad- 
ened out by the silt deposits of the 
Chippewa River) 1s called there. He 
dreamed a boy’s long dream there, but 
even those dreams hardly reached as 
far as the Cam. He had time for 
dreams in that secluded Minnesota 
village, and for many other things 
besides, as he lived out a placid boy- 
hood in a parsonage full of children 
and love, time for all the outdoor 
delights of a small village and an en- 
chanting countryside, time for vora- 
cious reading in English and German 
(my father was a German immigrant 
and reared us bilingually), time to 
savour friendships, the hallowed disci- 
pline of our parish school, and the 
recurrent rhythm of worship in the 
church of St. John, according to the 
Lutheran rite. Those thirteen years 
from my baptism to my confirmation 
gave me riches to live on for many 
years to come. 

The second chapter of my life was 
written beside the Rock River, tribu- 
tary of the Mississippi in Watertown, 
Wisconsin. That chapter is twenty- 
five years long (1921-1946), with some 
interruptions that took me outside 
Wisconsin. Wisconsin was the centre 
of my life for those twenty-five rich 
years, and a bit of my heart will al- 
ways stay there. For there I received 
that part of my education which 
formed me most decisively, at North- 
western College—seven glorious years 


SIX 


Of a Man and Four Rwers 


Ae ee ee eee 


in a system that would drive mod’ 
educational theorists mad but gA 
me Latin, Greek, and Hebrew uni! 
the tutelage of men with a passion 
excellence. There I taught for thirt 
years; it was teaching English liter 
ture to those pliable and amiable bi! 
that made me the incurable Ang} 
phile that, I believe, I am. Ther! 
met and married the lady who (saw 
all their lovely reverences) has mz 
all other ladies seem a bit pale 
comparison. There my two sons w 
born to me. I had better not be 
to digress about them. Wisconsin 

mained my base when I undertook 

theological education and advan 
work in Greek and Latin. The * 
were curiously intertwined; I an- 
believe, the only man living who 

ished the Wisconsin Synod’s f¢ 
scribed three years of study at 
Seminary in two years, five ye) 
apart, single in the first year and nr 
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‘ied in the second. My graduate 
tudies in the classics at the University 
4 Chicago gave me my first taste of 
oreign travel; as the recipient of the 
)horey Travelling Fellowship I spent 
he spring of 1933 in Greece; the 
“nemories of those romantic Medi- 
“erranean months are so vivid and 
jlorious that I am afraid to go back. 


The next chapter took me back to 
he Mississippi, to Concordia Semin- 
ry, in St. Louis, Missouri, some five 
iundred miles south of Lake Pepin. 
dere the mighty river runs broad and 
‘trong, and my years in St. Louis were 
‘ertainly the most intensely active 
s\vears of my life. Here I began my 
‘work in New Testament interpreta- 
4on in earnest, under the genial and 
pncouraging leadership of Dr. Arndt, 
chairman of the Department, and 
tucceeded him as Chairman at his 
‘etirement. Here I launched into the 
Ministry of writing, that stern and 
oj ealous mistress of our leisure hours. 


esterdays 
ENTY YEARS AGO—Oct. 1949 


,-Uther-Tyndale and Holy Trinity hold joint 
Mission Festival at Kentish Town (3 p.m. 
lservice—tea—6 p.m. service) on Sunday, 


Lutheran Hour director, as 
. The offering of £77 was given to 
“he London office for European broadcast- 
ng... Reformation Concert sponsored 
dy the Estonian Lutheran Church at St. 
Paul’s Church, Onslow Square, South Ken- 


October, the Rev. E. Geo. Pearce speaking 
50,000 
Reformation pamphlets in six languages 
Mistributed to all Lutherans in the United 
‘Ki . two joint meetings of the 
Voters’ Assembly (October 6 and 20) begin 
revision of the Constitution. 


| discussed by ELCE pastors at the 
‘ 
f 


Here I was drawn into the full stream 
of church activity, as essayist at con- 
ferences and Synods, as Secretary of 
the Lutheran Synodical Conference, 
as Member of the Committee on 
Doctrinal Unity and its successor, the 
Commission on Theology and Church 
Relations. 


If ever a man had cause to cherish 
a cheerful hope in God’s mercy, I am 
that man. And so I face the challenges 
and opportunities of my new life here 
beside the Cam with all the trepida- 
tions, naturally, that flesh is heir to, 
but also with the overriding convic- 
tion and the confidence (fostered by 
the warm welcome with which my 
brothers of the ELCE have over- 
whelmed me) that He who has led me 
hitherto will shepherd me also beside 
the still waters of the Cam, and will 
of His grace bring me to my last river, 
the “river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb.” 


Barnes Conference held 12-13 October at 
42 Museum Street, London W.C.1... 
seven London pastors promise their congre- 
gations would provide the necessary helpers 
for the 14-night Christian Film Festival to 
launch the new mission at Harlow in No- 
vember ... St. Andrews, Ruislip, mem- 
bers pledge £800 in gifts for their £19,000 
(estimated) church, of which the “Ruislip 
Post” said it would be, when completed, 
“one of the most striking and modern 
churches in the country ”’. Groundbreaking 
middle of November . . . Executive Coun- 
cil approves appointment of Pastor R. Blank 
for Cambridge to allow Pastor Nagel to 
concentrate on Luther studies in the final 
year of his Cambridge University Ph.D. 
programme. Responding to this news, 62 
worshippers at Lakenheath in the Camb- 
ridge parish pledged £600 toward expenses 
of Pastor Blank . .. Mayor and Mayoress 
of St. Pancras guests of honour at Luther- 
Tvndale Harvest Festival on 4 October 
where after the service the Mayor spoke 
on “The World Refugee Year” to which 
the £45 offering was given. 


SEVEN 


N @WS from Our Churches 


WESTFIELD BEGINS ACADEMIC YEAR WITH NEW TUTOR 


Dr. Martin Franzmann was ordained into the Holy Ministry and installe 
as theological tutor at Westfield House, Gambridge, on Saturday, 4 Octobe 
at Abbey Church, Newmarket Road, Cambridge. Participating in the layir 
on of hands in the rite were sixteen pastors of the ELCE and Pastor Ex 
Cimala of the Polish Lutheran Church. The six theological students 
Westfield, James Bachman, David Borgas, Joel Brauer, Luther Esala, Karl Fu 
and William Knippa, led the new tutor in the procession which began t} 


service. 


The installation rite was conducted by Dr. E. Geo, Pearce, ELC 
Chairman; the liturgy by the Rev. John Sims, Vice-Chairman. The Precept 


of Westfield House, the Rev. Elmore Leske, preached the sermon. 


Dr. Franzmann has for the past 23 years 
been Professor of New Testament theology 
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, U.S.A. Enrolment at the Seminary 
in 1968 was 628 students. The new tutor 
is the author of Follow Me, Commentary 
on Romans, Grace Under Pressure, The 
Word of the Lord Grows, Ha! Ha! Among 
the Trumpets, and is currently contributing 
to the revised Concordia Bible with Notes. 
He has also written new hymns and a new 
prayer book, soon to be published. Dr. 
Franzmann is no stranger to Britain or to 
Europe, having participated in theological 
conferences here and elsewhere in the 
world as a member of the Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


The new Westfield tutor and his wife, 
Alice, live at 9 Thornton Close, Camb- 
ridge. They have three children, John and 
Peter in the U.S.A., and Alice, married 


last year to Ian Fletcher of the Royal Na» 
living in Plymouth. 


On Tuesday, 7 October, Dr. Franzma 
preached the sermon in the service, ce 
ducted by the Preceptor, which opened 1 
1969 academic year for the Westfie 
House theological programme. 


NEW HYMN SUPPLEMENT 


The new hymn supplement, under p+ 
pgration by the Music Committee of 
ELCE for more than two years and up 
for the first time at the 1969 Synod & 
Luther-Tyndale, has now been distribu { 
for general use in the congregations. I 
reaction to the supplement has bs 
enthusiastic. “Just the hymns we he! 
been longing to sing for years!” ‘ WI 
give us a new stock of familiar hymn] 
The supplement contains 170 hymns, ms 


ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF DR. FRANZMANN AT ABBEY CHURCH, CAMBRIDGE 


Left to right: Pastors R. Bruer 
(Bradford); M. Brammeier (Tottenham); W. 
(Liverpool); E. Leske (Westfield House); E. 
W. Fanning (Sunderland); R. Kresge (Harlow); 
E. Cimala (Polish, 


Cambridge); Dr. 


(Plymouth); W. 
Gittner 
Pearce, 
A. Rakow 


Franzmann kneeling. 


Borgas, 


E. Koch (Kentish Town); q: Zinkow 
(Cambridge); N. Heintz (Sheffield); R. Wig 
Sims (Sunbury); C. Moermond (Boreham Worl 
(East Kilbride); R. Feuerhahn (Care!) 


them well-known but not found in either 
se “blue” or the “black” hymnals in 
se in ELCE congregations. Each hymn 
as a recommended tune name appended 
vit. The booklet is designed to be inserted 
‘to the back of existing hymnals. The 
pe already distributed is that for the 
; “black” hymnal. The larger 
J * hymnal edition will be available 
Jirly in the New Year. 


INNIE THE POOH ” FOR 
PARTING PASTOR 


The theological implications of ‘‘ Winnie 
}ie Pooh” by A. A. Milne were not drawn 
‘it by Pastor John Sims as he spoke fare- 
ell words, but Pastor W. P. Borgas ac- 
»pted the leather-bound, gold-lettered 
lume with evident satisfaction as the 
rewell gift of ELCE pastors at the Barnes 
onference at Westfield House, Camb- 
dge, 3-4 October. Bishop W. Fierla and 
r. E. Geo. Pearce also spoke words of 
atitude for the many years of service to 
ie Conference, to the ELCE, and to the 
-utheran Church as such which Pastor 
orgas, soon to return to Australia, had 
mdered. 


The Rev. Warren Fanning of Sunder- 
nd volunteered to succeed Pastor Borgas 
3 the Treasurer of the Barnes Conference, 


jome length a report on the Convention of 
l¢ Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod _ at 
#enver, Colorado, in July. Particular in- 
/2rest was shown in four actions of the 

Onvention : the surprising election of Dr. 
ob Preus as President in place of Dr. 
liver Harms, the approval of women’s 
iffrage in the congregation, the declara- 
of fellowship with the American Luth- 
Church, and the declining of mem- 
{ership in the Lutheran World Federation. 
he Barnes Conference resolved to take up 
‘ne implications of these actions of a sister- 
lurch for the ELCE in future Confer- 
Mces. The Denver report was given by 
r. Pearce, who attended the meeting, 
ipplemented by Dr. Franzmann and 
stor Moermond. 


Other items on the agenda were a paper 
y Dr. Franzmann on “ The New Herm- 
Neutic’; further discussion on “ Guide- 
hes to the Ecumenical Movement”; and 
eports from the various committees of the 
wurch. The Rey. Evan Koch of Luther- 
yndale, London, was chaplain. 


OTOBER, 1969 


All the pastors took part in the ordina- 
tion and installation of Dr. Franzmann as 
Westfield tutor at Abbey Church, which 
ceremony took place after the Conference 


had ended. 


£1,000 GIFT TO NEW GUINEA 


A London Lutheran layman, an investor 
in the Church Extension Fund but not a 
member of the ELCE, withdrew £1,000 
from CEF and asked that it be given to 
support the work of the Lutheran mission 
in New Guinea. The generous gift was sent 
to Dr. M. Lohe, President of the Lutheran 
Church of Avstralia and a recent visitor to 
London, for this purpose. 


TWO UNVEILINGS OF 
ALL HALLOWS’ REMAINS 


Stones from All Hallows, Upper Thames 
Street, London, foster-church of Lutherans 
before the Great Fire of 1666, will be 
unveiled at ELCE churches at Plymouth 
and Sunbury. On Sunday, 19 October, St. 
Peters Lutheran Church will unveil a stone 
set into their new church at Plymouth, 
under new construction. On Saturday, | 
November, a monument incorporating an 
arch and other remains of All Hallows will 
be unveiled at Sunbury Lutheran mission. 


NOTICES 


1. The Rev. Roger Winger of Coventry 
has accepted the call of the Executive 
Council to serve the mission in Liverpool. 


2. The Rev. Dr. Martin Franzmann was 
ordained and installed as tutor at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday, 4 Octo- 
ber 1969. 


3. The 1970 Synod will take place at 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Totten- 
ham, London N.15, on Friday and Satur- 
day, ahi September 1970. 


4. The 1970 Budget will take place on 
Saturday, 6 June. 


5. The Elders’ Conference will take place 
at Westfield House, Cambridge, on Satur- 
day and Sunday, 20-21 June 1970. 


6. The Church Extension Fund Con- 
ference will take place at Westfield House, 
Cambridge, on Saturday and Sunday, 27- 
28 June 1970. 


NINE 
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mi 300th Anniversary Documents 
, 
An editorial from the City Press, London, 1 August 1894 on All Hallows 
Selling a City Church—A Knock Down Price 


Yesterday at the Mart, Tokenhouse-yard, Messrs. Debenham, Tewson, Farmer, 

Bridgewater offered for sale, by order of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the . 
(which included the materials of the fabric) of All Hallows-the-Great-and-Less, Ups 
Thames Street, . . . The property offered for sale had been divided into five lo 
(1) the site and fabric; (2) a quantity of old oak panelling (not on walls); (3) the « 
pews and seats; (4) a lead cistern (1786); and (5) 14 brass gas standards, six iron hea 

stoves, two baize-covered doors, coconut matting, hassocks, etc. Lots 2 and 3, toge 

with the carved altar-rails had, however, been bought privately by Canon Ingram 
prevent the scandal of their being offered to auction, and the possibility of their af. 
wards figuring in the adornment of public houses and billiard-rooms, a fate which 

before now awaited City church furniture. The auctioneer . . . proceeded to oy 
the property for £20,000, but, no bidders volunteering at that price, he gradu. 
dropped down to £10,000, from which price the bids ran up by £500 at a time 
£12,000. Then by steps of £100 each the sum reached £12,600, at which sum th 
was a pause. Then £13,000 was named, and finally at £13,100 the site and mater 
were knocked down to the City of London Brewery Company, whose premises occ) 
the next block of buildings to the church. H 
The foundation of Allhallows the Great is unknown. The earliest mention of it i) 
1361, when Thomas de Woodford was rector, but it probably existed long before # 


. 
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time ... In Stow’s time, it was “a fair church with a large cloister on the south - 
thereof . . . but foully defaced and ruinated”’. In 1627-29 repairs in the chancel - 
cost of £600 were made . . . At this time there were in the church a statue of Qu 
Elizabeth, and a brass in the chancel floor to one William Litchfield, who died in 1@ 


having written, it is said, 3,083 sermons! Thirty-seven years after the above-mentic 
repairs the church was reduced to ashes in the Great Fire . . . In 1683, however, 
new parish church was built from Wren’s designs by William Hamon, mason, w! 
work is so sound as to deserve mention. The old south wall seems to have been util) 
to some extent in the new building, which also contains many of the old stones . 
Then came additions, including a stone Corinthian columned reredos, pedimented, - 
adorned with two statues four feet high (Moses and Aaron), which are thought to F 
been sculptored by Cibber, also beautiful communion rails; the snug square jf 
wherein our fathers slept; elaborate candelabras in brass; and, to mention the 1 
important last, the incomparable screen which divided the church into nave and char: 
According to common account this screen was sent in the reign of Queen Anne ff 
Hamburg by the merchants of that place in remembrance of the fact that Allhall. 
was the temple wherein the members of the old)Hanseatic League had worshipped. 


The downfall of the church has not been rapid. First, the widening of Thames S# 
brought down the tower and north aisle . ... the ground, unaccustomed to suc 
weight of wall, and coaxed by the vibration of the heavy traffic, settled and cracked 
Then the Charity Commissioners encompassed their part of the business by taking 2 
the parish funds and leaving insufficient for repairs. Then the buried dead ben 
the floor inaugurated their part of the destruction, aided by the fattening rat. At le 
it became necessary either to completely overhaul the building or to destroy it. T» 
the former would have entailed an immense expenditure, seemingly scarcely warrant : 
and undoubtedly unprovided for since the parish funds were gone. Thus the 1] 
course became inevitable. Closure, Union of Benefices Act, dismantling followed. * 
the down-pulling will ensue, and then Allhallows-Great-and-Less will become less: 
less great and more and more beautifully less. 


5) 


“Henceforth the consecrated site,” writes a correspondent, “ will be utilized fow 
production of intoxicating liquors. How does that staunch teetotaller the Bishco 
London say to this?” 


TEN : BritisH Lury 


